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Mail Stop PATENT APPLICATION 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of a document known to 
Applicant in order to comply with Applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56. 
A copy of each listed document is being submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 
§1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR § 1.56(b). Applicant does not waive any rights to take any action which would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed document is being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b), 
before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits. It is also being submitted 
within three months of a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1) that the item 
listed on the Form PTO SB/08 submitted with this Information Disclosure Statement was first 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this Statement. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

The relevance of the foreign-language document is described in the present 
specification listed document was cited by the Japanese Patent Office (JPO) in connection 
with a counterpart application. In reference to the cited reference, the JPO stated as follows: 

"Note 

Claims 1 through 20 
Publications 

1. Nobuhiro Senba et al. "Evaluation of label distribution protocols for 
label switching," Information Processing Society Research Report 97-DSM-8- 
5 (Distributed System Operation Technology 8-5 (21 November 1997)) 

Remarks 

{Claims 1-20} : Cited Literature 1 

Cited Literature 1 describes a label distribution method for MPLS 
whereby an ingress LSR (corresponding to the specific representative packet 
forwarding device of the present application) transmits a TRIGGER message, 
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i.e. a message which causes issuance of a REQUEST message, to a specific 
LSR (corresponding to the other multiple representative packet forwarding 
devices of the present application), and said specific LSR, upon receiving the 
aforementioned TRIGGER message, transmits a REQUEST message to a 
downstream node to request assignment of a label, and upon being notified of 
the assigned label by receiving a BIND message from the downstream node, 
transmits a CONNECTED message to the aforementioned ingress LSR to notify 
it of the fact that label assignment has been completed (cf. "3.5 Path selection"). 
Moreover, having the ingress LSR transmit TRIGGER messages upon receiving 
path selection requests (corresponding to the original label request of the 
present application) from a terminal does not go beyond an arrangement which 
would be conventionally adopted by a person skilled in the art. 

Therefore, the inventions as per Claims 1 through 20 of the present 
application could have been easily conceived of by a person skilled in the art 
based on the language of Cited Literature 1 ." 

An English language abstract of the cited reference is submitted. An English 
language translation of the foreign-language document is not readily available. However, the 
absence of such translation does not relieve the PTO from its duty to consider the submitted 
foreign language document (37 CFR § 1 .98 and MPEP §609). 

Applicant respectfully requests that any listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

An English-language abstract for the cited reference is enclosed. A full English- 
language translation of the foreign-language document is not readily available. However, the 
absence of such translation does not relieve the PTO from its duty to consider the submitted 
foreign language documents (37 CFR §1.98 and MPEP §609). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
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Deposit Account No. 19-0741. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date n/l#A* 

FOLEY & LARDNER 

Customer Number: 22428 

Telephone: (202) 672-5407 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 




David A. Blumenthal 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 26,257 
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A1 


"Estimation of a Label Distribution Protocol for Label Switching" Nobuhiro Senba, Kouji Nishimura and Reiji 
Aibara; Nov. 21,1 997; Vol. 91 , No. 1 1 1 , pages 25-31 . 
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